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PREFACE

The sheer intensity of repetition in Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children (MC) calls for
a deliberation on the functions of repetition in the text. Of the number of meditations on
repetition, Gilles Deleuze’s notion of the intertwining of the two kinds of repetition, prove to be
extremely useful in the interpretation of MC. J. Hillis Miller explicates Deleuze’s ideas on
repetition using Walter Benjamin’s two kinds of memory, in his book Fiction and Repetition. In
the Introduction, after having described the two kinds of repetition through Miller, | analyse two

passages from MC that highlight clearly the intertwining of the two kinds of repetition.

In Chapters 1 and 2, | carry out a close textual study of MC and list recurrences therein.
The repetition of physical and mental traits of characters in other characters, repetition of
utterances of characters by other characters, repetition of events and repetition of patterns from
history and myth, | have classified as repetitions at the level of the story. Repetition of words,
colours, images and narrative statements | have classified as repetition at the level of the
narration. The lists help to gauge the intensity and extent of repetition in MC. | have also

commented on some of the types of repetition at this point.

In Chapter 3, | propose two paradoxical functions of repetition in MC. Repetition, on
the one hand, draws attention to the constructiveness of Saleem’s identity and the
constructedness of the text, making it a device that highlights the status of MC’s ‘art’. On the
other hand repetition also functions paradoxically, to return the text to the ‘world’, through
allegory and ironic parody. In conclusion, | propose two alternative readings of the two functions
of repetition examined in Chapter 3. Constructedness and interconnectedness to the ‘world’ can
be read as postmodern devices. Alternatively, they can be read as ‘recuperative’ strategies of the

postcolonial.
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